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Awakening Your Soul

	How do you prepare for this Advent and Christmas season?  How do you prepare for the largest eruption of love into human history with the birth of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us?  It’s a great question.  Some of us will decorate our homes.  We will place nativity scenes in places of importance.  We will decorate the outside too with fun abandon or tasteful elegance.  Candles may be placed in the windows.  Some will place their “Let it Snow” sign up in their office (yes, it is now up!).  

	We will turn inward as well.  We will read daily from our favorite Advent devotionals.  We will read the Christmas story from Matthew and Luke and other selected passages.  We will attend worship during what is one of the most joyous and happiest times of the liturgical year.  We will go caroling.  We will buy presents for those we don’t even know.  We will offer kindness and mercy beyond what is normal for us this season.  

	We will cuddle up next to the fire with family and friends and watch Christmas movies that make us laugh, tug at our hearts, and remember what this season is all about.  We will head to parades, dance with Nutcracker performers, and proclaim our love for this season even as we stand in long lines to purchase Christmas gifts.  

	We will listen to carols that transcend chaos and allow us to remember a more peaceful, loving time.  I will listen to “Hallelujah Christmas” by Cloverton with great anticipation and ponder God’s great love for us.  In the midst of everything going on and pulling at us, I am reminded that this season isn’t about us and yet it is.

	Jesus came into this world, so our eyes could be opened.  We could finally grasp how great God’s love for us is.  He came because without His arrival we would be lost for all eternity.  God came into the world for us, so that we might finally understand who we are and whose we are.

	Whatever helps you grasp the importance of Jesus coming into history to save us then do it.  Whatever helps you embrace God’s great love for us then bask in it.  This is a season of remarkable love and we are called to share God’s love with all those we encounter.  

We can’t prepare for this season as our Christ deserves.  We can, however, attempt to embody the love that God has for us with one another.  On our own this task is impossible.  With God’s help, we can do the impossible.  May God’s love feed our souls. 


	Grace and Peace,

										Rick 
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USHERS
*Cristy Dean
Paul White
Angie Medlin
Susan Phillips
*Lead Usher
GREETERS
3
Jennie and Max Muse
10
Denise Edmonds
17
Tom Stewart
24
Christmas in the Barn
31
Pat Jackson
) (
Birthdays
 
 
  
5
Kelly Martindale
  5
Carol Parker
  7
Nicolas Carter
  9
Lola Marsh
12
Herman Seawell, Sr.   
14
Abby Phillips 
16 
Linda Myrick   
19
Tanya Adelman  
19
Jackson Smith
22
Brandon Kelly
24
Pat Burt
24
Tom Pangborn 
31
John McCaskill
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know.  Thanks.
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FLOWERS
  3
Poinsettias
    
              
                     
  
                           
 10
Poinsettias
 17   
Poinsettias
                                                                   
 
  
 24
  
 
Poinsettias
 25
Poinsettias
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
)















In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen		Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Linda Busch		Susan Cole
John Currie – Tara Plantation	Betty Elliot
Sheree Kelly		Jennifer Prevost Kennally
Margaret Leonard	Jim Lucas
Joan MacLean	Nancy McKenzie
Garin Parker		Dennis Parks
Ina Sue Parks		Kay Patterson
Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	Scott Rives
Bonnie Scott		Phillip Warmbrod
	
								
 					    		
	
Linda Ammons – Jim Phillips’ sister	 Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son 
Cheryl Bowman	 Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala
Alice Byrd – Bonnie Scott’s daughter	 Dean Cameron
Terrie Campbell – Friend of Maria Bigger	 Libby Craven
Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle	 Robert Davis
Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson    	 Jimmie Garner – Joan Power’s Father                         Diamond Garnett – Youth at John Hall Church	 Wendy Horne – Linda Myrick’s Niece 
Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law	 Aaron Ladmin 
Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards	 David Moore – Geraldine’s son 
Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin	 Patrick Pusser – Friend of Maria Bigger
Hunter Smith	 	 William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law
Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother	  Barbara White – Friend of Elizabeth Barringer
Linda Ray Winslow – Friend of Pat Jackson


All of our military men and women especially the following:  Jonathan Baker,
Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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December Calendar
2
  8:30
Robbins Food Bank (meet at FPC)
3
         9:45
Sunday School  
11:00
Worship
/Commitment Sunday
  5:00
Youth Group
4
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share
5
  6:00
Carthage Christmas Parade
6
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30 
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00 
Choir
7
Presbytery Meeting (Raeford)
11:00
PW Holiday Cheer Delivery Day 
9
Youth to Charlotte for Operation Christmas Child
10
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship/Christmas Cantata
       12:00
PW Christmas Luncheon
  
1:15
Session Meeting
  5:00
Youth Group
11
  8:45
Christian Yoga
 
  6:30
Fall Festival Recap Meeting
13
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday 
  7:00
Choir
17
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship/Communion
  
2:00 
Christmas Caroling
20
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  7:00
Choir
24
11:00
Christmas in the Barn
 (Family Life C
enter)
  
9:00
Christmas Eve Service
25
Merry Christmas!
26
Church Office Closed
28
  
Deadline for Mouse
31
  9:45
Sunday School  
11:00
Worship
)



















 









FINANCIAL REPORT
MONTH:  OCTOBER						   	      	      	     					     YEAR:  2017
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  58; 2nd Sun  75;  3rd Sun 84;  4th Sun 70; 5th Sun  68=      Average 71 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  29; 2nd Sun  30;  3rd Sun 54;  4th Sun 40; 5th Sun  34=      Average 37
	
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of Oct 1, 2017
	22,005.43

	Tithes and Offerings Received (includes adj for 3rd Qtr FICA taxes $1.75)
	 +15,496.00

	Sub-Total
	37,501.43

	Expenditures
	   -14,500.16

	Balance in checking account as of Oct 31, 2017
	23,001.27

	
RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Oct 1, 2017
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Oct '17
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $4,145; 2 Cents a Meal $172.81; 
	Fall Festival: Doll House ticket sales $25, 10/28 Sales $5,889.90 & Donation 	$250; Grief Share $30; Memorial to Building Fund $100)
	          31,339.31
             +542.37
               


        +10,612.71


	Sub-Total
	42,494.39


	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,941.20 [prin] + $54.82 [int]=$2,996.02;
	Add'l prin pmt $5,813.74; Oct 2 Cents a Meal $172.81; Fall Festival:
	Advertising $110 & Food items $160.97; 3rd Qtr Employee taxes $1,631.30)
	


  -10,884.84

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Oct 31, 2017
	31,609.55

	
RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	23,001.27

	Building Fund Balance:  $14,828.71 + 4,245.00 = $19,973.71 - 8,809.76=
	+10,263.95

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +21,345.60

	
	54,610.82


	Oct Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 403.98; FW/H 98.39; SW/H 40.00)
	       -542.37 

	10/31/17 Checkbook Balance

	54,068.45

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (4 shs)
	10,263.95
    +187.00

	Total Building Funds on hand
	10,450.95

	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 9/30/17
10/11/17 principal payment $5,813.74; 10/31/17 principal payment $2,941.20 
Principal balance as of 10/31/17
	
18,027.64
  -8,754.94
9,272.70




2017 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT

The Youth Group worked all year collecting items for our shoeboxes, with a goal of 250 boxes.   Thanks to our Church family who donated toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, washcloths, combs/brushes, school supplies, and TOYS, we reached our goal.

The Youth Group will travel to Charlotte on December 9th to work in one of the processing centers that sends the boxes throughout the world.  Great job FPC!

WITH THE WOMEN

It is not too late to join us! Circle will not meet in December but will meet again on Thursday, January 4th at 11:00 am in the conference room.  You can get a study book from Marie Monroe.  Books are $11 this year.  

We will not meet for lunch in December but mark your calendars for Thursday, January 18th at The Aroma Café in Carthage at 11:45 am.   Let Helen know if you need a ride (690-2463 or hmcd2946@gmail).
 
The Presbyterian Women will be delivering holiday cheer to our homebound members on Thursday, December 6th at 11:00 am. If you would like to help please join us.  
We will set up for the Christmas lunch on Thursday, December 7th at 10:00 am.

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH

We’re changing things up a bit this year.  We’re doing lunch instead of dinner.  The Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Lunch will be Sunday, December 10th after worship.  All are invited to bring your favorite dish and join us for good food and fellowship.  

We will have raffle prizes and all donations will go to the Carthage Food Pantry.  If you would like to donate an item for the raffle or provide a table decoration to raffle please leave on the stage in the multipurpose room by Thursday, December 7th. 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Our FPC choir is preparing the cantata, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” by Russell Mouldin for December 10th at the 11:00 a.m. worship service!  This musical takes us on a journey back in time to the incredible story of Christ’s birth.  In this recount we hope to stir your hearts with awe and celebration for our greatest gift, the gift of our Savior! Please mark your calendars.




FALL FESTIVAL RECAP

All fall festival chairpersons are asked to meet Monday, Dec. 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room.  The purpose of the meeting is to receive the evaluation results, the financial breakdown of money raised for the 2017 festival and compare amounts in each booth/area with previous years.

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Please join us on Sunday, January 7, 2018, as we worship and give thanks for paying off the loan on the new Family Life Center.  It is hard to believe that what was once just a dream is now a reality!
  
We will share memories and reflect on our journey to where we are today and to where we might be in years to come. A catered lunch will be served after the service and all are invited to attend. Hope to see everyone that has been involved in project at this special event!

FPC

Your love and concern for our family following Heather’s death overwhelmed us. Our sincerest thank you to our church family for your love during these difficult times.
											– Mike and Sheree Kelly Family
											– Geraldine Moore Family

UPCOMING ADVENT/CHRISTMAS EVENTS


[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunday, December 3rd  			First Sunday of Advent
Tuesday, December 5th  			Carthage Christmas Parade at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 9th 			Youth to Charlotte for Operation Christmas Child
Sunday, December 10th                 	Second Sunday of Advent/Christmas Cantata by choir
						           	PW Christmas Lunch
Sunday, December 17th                   	Third Sunday of Advent
				                          	Christmas Caroling at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 24th                  	Christmas in the Barn 11:00 a.m. 
					                  	Christmas Eve Service at 9:00 p.m.
Monday, December 25th                	Christmas Day
Monday, December 25th –26th        	Church Office Closed
Sunday, December 31st                      	First Sunday of Christmas
Friday, January 5th                          	Epiphany 	  
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