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 (910) 947-2924 
 infofpc397@gmail.com
www.FpcCarthage.com
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Fpc Carthage     FpcBeTheLight

#fpcbethelight
First Presbyterian Church

Located in the heart of Carthage, NC 
near the Post Office at 110 South Ray Street,
First Presbyterian welcomes you!

The Reverend Rick Martindale      Pastor
Ali Wadsworth			        Choir Director
Elizabeth Williams			        Organist 
Shelley Hammond			        Administrative Assistant
Andie Hyman				        Nursery Attendant
Ann Key					        Sexton
Marie Monroe			        Treasurer
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The Reverend Rick Martindale, Pastor
Ali Wadsworth, Choir Director
Elizabeth Williams, Organist	
Shelley Hammond, Administrative Assistant
Andie Hyman, Nursery Attendant
Ann Key, Sexton
Marie Monroe, Treasurer






FPC Session
Session Class of 2021	Denise Edmonds, Robert Gordon, Lee McCaskill, Geraldine Moore
Session Class of 2022	Keith Hardin, Elizabeth Martindale, Helen McDonald, Marie Monroe
Session Class of 2023	Lucinda Casey, Tom Leonard, Scott Phillips, Jennifer Thomason
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                   March 2021 Church News

  Full Speed Ahead

	I’m very excited that we have our new officers (ruling elders) on board (February 28th).  Officer training has been completed, examinations by the session sustained, and ordination and installation taken place.  We also have a great class of officers that have completed their three years of service including the challenging year of 2020.  Please reach out and thank Doris Russell, Chad Thomason, Michelle Tortora, and JoAnn Wahala for their faithful service to God and FPC.  

	Our new class of ruling elders, Lucinda Casey, Tom Leonard, Scott Phillips, and Jennifer Thomason are starting the road running along with the other two classes.  We are starting later than usual but I’m grateful for our ability to look forward.  Some churches decided not to rotate officers which means one class is having to serve four years and then in January 2022 they are going to have to replace two-thirds of their sessions.  This was not something we wanted to do.

	Full Speed Ahead means our committees have to move into hyper gear.  Our hope is to have all our committees formed and meeting between now and March 14th when the session meets.  Many of you will want to serve on the same committee while others might want a change.  That’s great and thank you for your continued service.  If you are interested in serving on one of our standing committees (for the first time or as a returning member) please reach out to the following ASAP: 
	
Administrative 			Lucinda Casey and Lee McCaskill
	Building and Grounds 		Keith Hardin and Scott Phillips
	Christian Education 		Elizabeth Martindale and Jennifer Thomason
	Fellowship and Mission	Helen McDonald and Geraldine Moore
	Stewardship and Finance	Robert Gordon and Marie Monroe
	Worship			Denise Edmonds and Tom Leonard.

Much of the church’s work is accomplished through our dedicated members who faithfully serve God and FPC through our committees.  Thank you!  As the countless struggles from COVID-19 become a thing of the past, may we each pray for a safe return to the life of FPC and the countless opportunities to fellowship together as we serve our Lord and Savior.      
  
     						Grace and Peace,
						Rick
                                            First Pres prays for you.

Remember our brothers and sisters in Christ through prayer and petition as they face difficult times.
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Debbie Albright                     Jean Bennett, Quail Haven        Jimmy Bibey
Anna Belle Campbell            Benny Cole			        John Currie, Tara Plantation       Justin & Sarah Edmonds      Keith Hardin			        Margaret Leonard             Carol Lucas                              Linda McCaskill		        Ina Sue Parks            
Kay Patterson	              Otis Patterson		        Bonnie Scott		        Phillip Warmbrod  

Bo, friend of Geraldine Moore 			Karen Bryant, friend of JoAnn Wahala         
Brian Casey, Lucinda and David’s son		Judy Claterbos, Mary Thomas’ sister
Jack Denniston, Lucinda and David’s daughter-in-law’s father          
Carl Greeson, Susan Cole’s brother	       	June Greeson, Susan Cole’s mother	
Ann Herndon, Kay Patterson’s sister		Sean Kennally, Angie Provost’s son-in-law     Barbara May, friend of Debbie Gordon 	Jane Medlin, Carol Lucas’ daughter	           Tommy Walton, Diane Pangborn’s brother   
		      
All of our military men and women and their families, especially the following:
Michael Abercrombie, Jonathan Baker, Kyle Bryant, Chris Mohan,
Patrick Mohan, Michael Schwartz, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.

Stay connected! 
If you would like to add someone or take yourself off our Prayer List,
please contact the church office at 947-2924, or email us at infofpc397@gmail.com.
FPC Stewardship & Finance
January 2021
			
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of January 1, 2021
	89,154.52

	Tithes and Offerings Received 
	     +18,402.00

	Sub-Total
	107,556.52

	Expenditures
	      -14,201.66

	Balance in checking account as of January 31, 2021
	93,354.86

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of January 1, 2021
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for January 2021
Donations/offerings received (2ȼ a Meal $0.00; Bldg Fd $200; Memorials $625;
Music Enhancement $1,940; Cemetery Fund $135; Love Offering $3,295)

	        133,231.85
             +198.81    
+6,195.00

	Sub-Total
	139,625.66

	Expenditures: 4th Qtr 2020 w/holding taxes: US Treasury $1,685.77; NCDR $45; PW donations $185; Cemetery Fund donation $300; Carthage Food Pantry $79
	 

-3,007.77

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of January 31, 2021
	136,617.89

	
	

	RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	93,354.86

	Building Fund: Equip etc 93.54 + Other 102,180.42 + 200.00 + Grant 500.00=
	+102,973.96

	Restricted Funds Balance
	   +33,643.93

	
	229,972.75

	Jan '21 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 198.81; FW/H 0.00; SW/H 0.00)
	         -198.81 

	1/31/2021 Checkbook Balance

	229,773.94

	OTHER REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Scholarship C/D with BB&T
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (4 shs)
Total Other Revenues on hand

	23,639.20
    +211.12
23,850.32






FPC Calendar     March 2021        
Family Life Center (FLC)     Conference Room (CR)      Outdoor Worship held at 40 degrees+
Online Lent Devotionals available now through Easter Sunday, April 4th, at www.fpccarthage.com

Monday, March 1st 	  6:30 p.m.	Worship Committee (FLC)
Wednesday, March 3rd  12:00 p.m.	Community Lenten Series Service at FPC (Virtual/FLC)
Saturday, March 6th	  7:30 a.m. 	Robbins’ Food Bank, meet 7 a.m. at FPC to carpool
			  9:30 a.m.	Full Presbytery Meeting (virtual)
Sunday, March 7th	10:00 a.m.	Children’s Sunday School, classes for ages 3-12th grade	
			10:00 a.m.	3rd Sunday in Lent, Indoor/Virtual Worship (FLC)
			11:00 a.m. 	Outdoor Worship, weather-permitting
			  5:00 p.m.	Youth Group
Monday, March 8th	  2:00 p.m.	YogaFaith floor class (FLC)
			  3:15 p.m.	YogaFaith chair class (FLC)
Wed., March 10th           12:00 p.m.	Community Lenten Series Service, Carthage United Methodist
Sunday, March 14th        10:00 a.m.	Children’s Sunday School, classes for ages 3-12th grade	
			10:00 a.m.	4th Sunday in Lent, Indoor/Virtual Worship (FLC)
			11:00 a.m. 	Outdoor Worship, weather-permitting
			 2:00 p.m.	Session Meeting (FLC and hybrid)
			  5:00 p.m.	Youth Group
Monday, March 15th	  		Deadline for April Church Mouse Newsletter
			  2:00 p.m.	YogaFaith floor class (FLC)
			  3:15 p.m.	YogaFaith chair class (FLC)
Wed., March 17th 	12:00 p.m.	Community Lenten Series Service, First Baptist Church
​Sunday, March 21st			5th Sunday in Lent/Communion Sunday
			10:00 a.m.	Children’s Sunday School, classes for ages 3-12th grade	
			10:00 a.m.	Indoor/Virtual Worship (FLC)
			11:00 a.m. 	Outdoor Worship, weather-permitting
			  5:00 p.m.	Youth Group
Monday, March 22nd	  2:00 p.m.	YogaFaith floor class (FLC)
			  3:15 p.m.	YogaFaith chair class (FLC)
Tuesday, March 23rd			PW Homebound Easter Basket donations through the 28th
Wed., March 24th           			Deadline for Easter Lilies
12:00 p.m.	Community Lenten Series Service, Mt. Olive AME Zion
Sunday, March 28th			Palm/Passion Sunday – Holy Week begins
Last day to donate items for PW Homebound Easter Baskets 
			10:00 a.m.	Children’s Sunday School, ages 3-12th grade	
			10:00 a.m.	Indoor/Virtual Worship (FLC)
			11:00 a.m. 	Outdoor Worship, weather-permitting
			  5:00 p.m.	Youth Group
Monday, March 29th	 12:30 p.m.	PW Homebound Easter Basket Assembly (FLC)
  2:00 p.m.	YogaFaith floor class (FLC)
			  3:15 p.m.	YogaFaith chair class (FLC)
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN.  
A cornerstone for Christ in the Carthage community since 1850.

Led by God and sustained by the Holy Spirit, FPC supports God’s children as they grow
in their faith, strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ, 
and are challenged to be God’s servants and disciples.


         10 a.m. Children’s & Youth	        10 a.m. Worship	        11 a.m.  Worship 
	    Sunday School   		  Indoor  		Outdoor
1/3	  	11			      19			         7
1/10		19			      29			         3
1/17		15			      18			       12
1/24		  9			      15			         -
1/31	               17			      27			         -
[bookmark: _GoBack]Average	14			      22			         7
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  3  Jimmy Bibey		17   Mike Kelly		  
  3  Ken Fara 		19  Tom Currie
  4  Joe Lynch		21  Margaret Leonard		  
  5  Emily Muse		22  Ann Lynch
  6  Otis Patterson		23  Maria Bigger		  
  8  Joey Tortora 		26  Susan Cole
10  Bonnie Scott		27  Barbara Kelly		
12  Johnny Scott		28  Lucinda Casey
13  Angie Medlin		29  Connor Lucas			
14  Jordan Smith 	31  Dennis Parks 
15  Peter Little		31  Christopher Phillips	
			
Keep us updated!  To add or correct a birthday, 
contact FPC @ (910) 947-2924 or infofpc397@gmail.com.




            








Connect 2021. March
Worship
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in Spirit and in truth, for the Father wants such people to worship him.  John 4:23

Meaningful to our faith, worship is a time for us to praise and worship Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
​​​​​
Lenten & Easter Worship – Please see Lent and Holy Week pages.

Children's Sunday School     10 a.m. Sundays     Classes for ages 3 through 12th grade.
​
​Inside AND Virtual Worship Service	10 a.m. Sundays
Worship inside our Family Life Center, with social distancing seating and masks. 
To worship virtually, watch the service live at 10 a.m. on our Fpc Carthage Facebook Page. 
​You may also view the service afterward any time by clicking on the Facebook Live link on our website’s 
Worship & Fellowship in 2021 tab at www.fpccarthage.com, or on our Fpc Carthage Facebook Page.

​Outdoor Worship Service     11 a.m. Sundays
Worship outside on the FPC Lawn, weather-permitting (40-degrees or higher). 
Please wear a mask, until seated and bring a lawn chair for social-distance seating.

Fellowship
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.  Matthew 18:20

Meaningful to the nourishment of the soul, fellowship is a time for us to come together as family 
in Christ to encourage and lift one another up in our journey of faith.
​​​​
Presbyterian Women
Ladies Morning Bible Study will not meet this month.  Please stay tuned at the end of March for a decision about the April meeting.  For more information about the many outreach projects of FPC Presbyterian Women, visit the Women of Faith page under the Worship & Fellowship tab at www.fpccarthage.com.

Youth Group     5 p.m. Sundays
During the school year, FPC’s Youth Group for grades 7-12 meets Sunday evenings to have fun, be challenged, and explore what it means to be a Christian.  Youth does not meet on weeks with school holidays or breaks.  Check out the Family Life & Youth page under our Worship & Fellowship tab at www.fpccarthage.com.
​



YogaFaith     "Strengthening Your Core in Faith and in Body"     All ages and beginners welcome. 
Classes led by Lynda Lea Goodall, a certified Christian Yoga Instructor recognized by the Yoga Alliance, are held in the Family Life Center weekly on Mondays.  Mat Floor Class, 2-3 p.m., $5.   Chair Class, 3:15-4:15 p.m., $5.  ​​Visit our YogaFaith page under our Worship & Fellowship tab at www.fpccarthage.com.​​
*YogaFaith will not meet Monday, March 1st.

Daily Inspiration
Available in the lobby of First Presbyterian’s Family Life Center, “These Days” offers daily meditations and devotions of hope and comfort.  Lenten Devotionals are also available in the lobby, as well as on our church website, www.fpccarthage.com under the Lent & Easter tab.

Serve  
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, 
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.  Matthew 25:35-36
On Monday, March 29th, Homebound FPC Church Friends & Family in the area will receive the Love of Christ from you when a special delivery arrives on their doorstep – a beautifully made Easter Basket!
To make this possible, Easter cards, candy, packs of crackers or cookies (nabs, peanut butter, Ritz crackers, etc.), small bags of chips and crackers, small bottles of lotion, note pads, and mini goodies are needed.
Between March 23rd and 28th, you may drop Easter Basket goodies off at FPC in the designated container in Family Life Center kitchen.
Baskets will be assembled and wrapped Monday, March 29th
 at 12:30 p.m.  Please pick up a basket anytime afterward throughout the week to deliver to a designated homebound church friend & family.
Contactless porch-delivery is encouraged.
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#FpcBeTheLight	Living the Love of Christ all year long.
I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  John 8:12

Thanks so much for the generous donations of food and bags each week for the Robbins Food Pantry.  Thank you to the volunteers who faithfully serve the first Saturday of each month at FPC’s Food Bank 1st Saturdays.  A very special thank you to the youth of FPC and their parents who have volunteered for the past several months on Saturday mornings at the Robbins Food Pantry of Robbins Area Christian Ministries.  Your hard work, compassion, and kindness in service to the Lord helped 112 families Saturday, February 6th.
*The next Food Bank 1st Saturday is March 6th.  Be the Light and join us!
[image: lent 40 days]


Take a journey discerning God’s movement in your life 
and in the world around you with Scripture 
during the prayerful season of Lent.
Presbyterian Outlook’s 2021 Lent Devotionals
are available in the foyer of the FPC Family Life Center,
and downloadable copies are also available under the
Lent & Easter tab at www.fpccarthage.com.
They are free to access for anyone, so be sure to 
share the website link with friends and family!
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[image: Community Lenten Series]During this important time of year in the Christian faith, Carthage area churches host 
Wednesday Community Lenten Series services at noon.
No meals will be served this year, 
and masks are required at each service. 



February 24th      First Missionary Baptist, 576 Needmore Road – Inside service.
​March 3rd     	    First Presbyterian, 110 S. Ray St. – Inside the Family Life Center and Virtually.
​March 10th               Carthage United Methodist, 401 McReynolds St. – Location TBD.
​March 17th          First Baptist Church, 108 S. McNeill St. – Inside Service.
​March 24th          Mt. Olive AME Zion, 440 Bethlehem Church Road – Outside service.  Bring chairs.

​Stay tuned for Community Lenten Series updates 
via FPC's One Call Now, Sunday announcements, and the church website.
[image: Holy Week 2019]
March 28th through April 4th

Learn more about Holy Week by visiting the Lent & Easter Tab on our church website, www.fpccarthage.com.

Palm/Passion Sunday
March 28th

Maundy Thursday – 6 p.m.
Tenebrae Service, a service of light and darkness, preparing us for the dark events approaching. 
April 1st

Good Friday
April 2nd

Resurrection of the Lord / Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service – 7 a.m.
Communion Service 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
April 4th

[image: easter lilies]
On Easter Sunday, white lilies are placed in worship to commemorate the promise of new life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
 If you would like to place an Easter Lily in the Family Life Center for the
April 4th Resurrection of the Lord / Easter Sunday Service
in honor of, or in memory of a loved one,
please email or call the church office by March 24th at 947-2924 or  infofpc397@gmail.com.
Please schedule to pick up your lilies at FPC no later than Tuesday, April 6th.
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