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Life:  Fast Food or Something More

	At the end of the month, the traditional school year will begin.  Where did the summer go?  Soon our lives will become very busy.  In reality, however, our lives always seem busy.  Sports are not just played during the school year but all summer too.  We travel more.  We are pulled in more directions.  We are required to multi-task in more places.  Our children and grandchildren are busier than ever.  We try to squeeze more and more into every passing day.  We no longer embrace a day of rest.  And if we are resting we feel guilty for doing so.

	Our hectic lives create such stress that our bodies start rebelling with health issues and/or we need medications to help deal with depression and anxiety.  Life becomes less joyous and more task orientated.  That is not what God desires for us.  

	In an effort to combat the craziness of life, we attempt to simplify life by cutting away the dead weight or things that we don’t think we need.  We try to make life manageable again.  Sometimes in our trying to make our lives manageable we tuck God into a corner.  Our lives are easier if we move church activities, prayer, and devotions off our list or at least trim them back.  This will give us more time where we can rest and make life more enjoyable.  
	
	What happens, however, is that we become even less satisfied with our lives.  Not surprising since we have just put God further down on the list of things that are important.  Doesn’t God need to be guiding our lives?  Instead of serious prayer time we throw God a quick prayer while driving hoping, of course, for the same results as if we had spent a meaningful conversation with God.  
	
	Fil Anderson puts it well, “I want God to move at the pace I set.  I much prefer prayer to be like driving through the pickup lane at a fast-food restaurant.  I want to place my order (interesting thought, isn’t that how we often view prayer), drive around to the window, and pick up whatever I’m in the mood for at that moment.” 

	When we are rushing through life we miss out on recognizing God’s involvement in our lives.  We are too busy.  We do not need to do everything that comes our way.  We do, however, need time to discover God; who is actively working in our lives.  

	God adores and cherishes us.  God’s love for us is witnessed by the life of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  God longs for us to embrace and live this life to the fullest.  That doesn’t mean keep adding things, events, and projects till we are worn down.  No, it means finding great balance and joy with God while accomplishing meaningful periods of work, family/friend time, and relaxation.  Yes, you might want to read that last sentence again and then start to embrace it!     


										Grace and Peace,

										Rick     
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 (
USHERS
Chad Thomason*
Marlene Riyevski
Lucinda Casey
JoAnn Wahala
*Lead Usher
) (
Birthdays
  1
Ashton Monroe  
  3
Ruth Tyson 
  5
Aubrey Tortora  
  6
John McDonald  
  6
Tom Stewart 
  7
Marie Monroe  
  9 
Ruby Ingold   
  9
Ashely Bibey 
11
Sheree Kelly 
11 
Gail 
Meeks
15
Carl Nunnery  
16
Jeff Key 
17
Will Thomason
21
Ty White 
22
Meredith Marshburn 
22
Linda McCaskill
24
Megan Baker
25
Denise Edmonds
27
Rick Martindale
29
Alex Thomason
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know. Thanks.
)
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FLOWERS
  5
  
VBS
 12
  
       Elizabeth Williams
 19
  
Otis Patterson
 26
  
JoAnn and Dell Wahala
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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GREETERS
 
 5
Nancy McKenzie
12
Ashley & Jim Bibey
19
Ann Key
26
Ann Currie
)








In Our Prayers . . . 


Bette Allen	                      Jean Bennett – Quail Haven  Linda Busch
John Currie	                      Betty Elliott                 Sheree Kelly
Jim Lucas                             Joan MacLean             Nancy McKenzie
Geraldine Moore                  Pat Nugent                   Garin Parker
Dennis Parks                        Ina Sue Parks               Kay Patterson  
Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s               Scott Rives                  Bonnie Scott
Phillip Warmbrod                                                       

 						
				
				
 						
	



Linda Ammons – Jim Phillip’s sister	Becky Bailey
Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son                  	Alice Byrd – Bonnie Scott’s daughter
Dean Cameron    	Robert Davis
Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s grandson	Jimmie Garner – Joan Power’s father
Diamond Garnett – Youth at John Hall Church	Aaron Ladmin
Neville Little – Peter Little’s Brother	Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonard’s   
David Moore – Geraldine’s son	Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin
Kim and Anthony Sanders	Adam Scott – Ann Lynch’s Nephew
Hunter Smith	William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law  
Skip Vann – Jim Phillip’s brother




All of our military men and women especially the following:  
Jonathan Baker, Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Tim Shiflet, 
Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker
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AUGUST CALENDAR
2
PW Bible Study (Aroma Café)
3
  6:00
VBS
4
  9:00
VBS
5
            
   9:45
Sunday 
School
11:00
Worship
/VBS Celebration
6
  8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
8
  8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
10          
  
7:00
Movie Night: “I Can Only Imagine”
12
10:00
Fall 
Sunday School Kick Off
 (covered dish breakfast)
11:00
Worship
13
  8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
15
  8:45
Christian Yoga
     
 
 10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
              
  
6:00 
Choir Practice
16
11:30
Ladies Lunch Bunch (
Dewberry Deli
)
19
  9:45
Sunday 
School
11:00
Worship/
Communion
20         
  
 8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
21
Mouse Articles Due (noon)
  6:00
Worship Committee (conference room)
22
  
8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
              
  
6:00 
      
 
Choir Practice
26
  9:45
Sunday 
School
 
11:00
Worship
27
School Begins!
               
 
8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
28
 
 
1:00
Fold Mouse
29          
  
8:45
Christian Yoga
      
 
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
              
  
6:00          
   
Choir Practice
All articles/information for the Mouse and the weekly bulletins should be emailed 
to
 
Shanon
 at the church’s email address: 
infofpc@yahoo.com
   
)










 















FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  JUNE						   	      	      	     	                                       YEAR:  2018
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun   86; 2nd Sun  70;  3rd Sun  70;  4th Sun  95; 5th Sun =   Average 80 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun   45; 2nd Sun  30;  3rd Sun  36;  4th Sun  40; 5th Sun =   Average 38
			
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of June 1, 2018
	25,619.73

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +23,359.76

	Sub-Total
	48,979.49

	Expenditures
	   -16,497.37

	Balance in checking account as of June 30, 2018
	32,482.12

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of June 1, 2018
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for June '18
Donations/offerings received (2 Cents a Meal $138.68; Flower Fund $1;
	Frozen Meal Ministry $25; Grief Share $86; BB&T Corp div $1.50)
	          27,402.49
             +506.10
              
            +252.18

	Sub-Total
	28,160.77

	
Expenditures: (June 2 Cents a Meal $138.68; Balance for tuning 3 pianos $64.36)

	
    -203.04

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of June 30, 2018
	27,957.73

	
	

	RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	32,482.12

	Building Fund: Equipment etc 93.54 + Other 9,567.94 =
	+9,661.48

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +18,296.25

	
	60,439.85


	Apr-June '18 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 1,248.36; FW/H 228.95; SW/H 116.00)

	    -1,593.31 

	6/30/18 Checkbook Balance


	58,846.54

	OTHER REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Scholarship C/D with BB&T
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (4 shs)
	23,346.86
    +201.76

	Total Other Revenues on hand
	23,548.62




Vacation Bible School

“Mega Sports Camp, Team Spirit”, will be held this Friday, August 3rd (6:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m.), and Saturday, August 4th (9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) with a celebration service   onSunday, August 5th.  The celebration service will conclude with a covered dish luncheon.  Registration is available online - www.fpccarthage.com.


[bookmark: _GoBack]We are collecting school supplies for needy children at Carthage Elementary School.  We will collect items through the middle of August.  Items needed include pencils, pens, glue sticks, crayons, markers, wide ruled notebook paper, composition books, book bags, scissors, hand sanitizer and wipes.  Marked collection bins are in the vestibules and the Family Life Center.

Thanks to all who participated in our Salad Supper.  Our guest speaker Joan Edson, Facilitator for Spiritual Nurture for Coastal Carolina Presbyterian Women (CCPW) kicked off our Bible study. We enjoyed an evening of delicious food and fellowship with our sisters from John Hall as well as other guests.

Circle will on meet on Thursday, September 6th at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.  We will begin a new study, God’s Promise; I am With You.  See Marie Monroe if you would like a study book. Books are $11.00

Ladies Lunch will be Thursday, August 16th at 11:30 a.m. at the Dewberry Deli in Cameron.  Plan to meet at church at 11:00 a.m. if you would like to carpool.  Please let me know by Wednesday, August 15th at noon if you plan to go so we can make our reservation.  Helen McDonald, (947-2946, 690-2463 or hmcd2946@gmail.com)

On Monday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. we will have a planning meeting open to all women interested in Presbyterian Women.  At this time we will also install our officers for 2018-2019.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall.

A special thanks to Doris Russell for coordinating our summer Bible study.


The movie, ‘I Can Only Imagine’ will be shown on our large screen in the Family Life Center on Friday, August 10th from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  J. Michael Finley stars as singer, Bart Mallard in this movie based on the life story that inspired Bart to write the song with the same name.  It recounts the singer’s tragic childhood with his abusive father (Dennis Quaid), and the feelings he had in the aftermath of his dad’s passing.  It focuses on the power of faith and forgiveness to heal wounds and family relationships.  Please come enjoy the free movie, popcorn, and beverages. 


Join us for a covered-dish breakfast as we start off a new year of Sunday School!  Sunday, August 12th @ 10:00!


Christian Faith Yoga

Lynda Lea Goodall’s weekly yoga classes have become a time of joy for not only members of FPC, but our surrounding community!  During each session, Lynda Lea reads Bible verses and plays Christ centered worship music as well as classical church music.

Please join this inspiring class on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. using mats and 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. for chair yoga.  

Classes are $5.00 per session.  Come and bring a friend!
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