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Class of 2017
John Baker
Robert Gordon
Margaret Leonard
Bill Russell 
Class of 2018
Angie Medlin
J.D. Monroe
Susan Phillips
Marlene Riyevski 
Class of 2019
Lucinda Casey
Cristy Dean
Scott Phillips
Paul White
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The Perfect Time to Commune with God

	Lent is upon us.  With the start of Ash Wednesday, it is a time for us to prepare our hearts, souls, and minds for Jesus’ final days on earth.  Lent is a time for personal reflection.  What do we believe?  What do we think we understand?  What don’t we understand?  How does my life compare to the life God desires of me?  We are called during this special season to examine our relationship with our Lord and Savior.  

Jesus Christ should be our everything in life.  Sadly this is not the case for 99.99% of us.  It is so easy to be consumed or distracted by the possessions, events, people, etc. all around us.  Please take time this Lenten season to connect with God and God’s desires for you.  First Presbyterian can’t do it for you.  We can encourage one another but ultimately each of us must take the initiative ourselves.   

For those who are able our Community Lenten Series has begun.  On Ash Wednesday, we met at FPC at noon for a short worship service 20-25 minutes and then a wonderful lunch afterwards.  Each Wednesday until Holy Week we will be at a different area church.  Come join this opportunity to grow and join with our brothers and sisters in Christ.    
		March 1st	First Presbyterian Church
		March 8th 	Carthage United Methodist Church
		March 15th 	First Baptist Church
		March 22nd 	John Hall Presbyterian Church
		March 29th	Mt. Olive AME Zion Church
		April 5th 		First Missionary Baptist Church

	What are your plans for this Lenten season?  What are you going to do?  What have you been wanting to try but just haven’t?  Now is the time!  I hope and pray that each of you will discover ways to enrich and expand your relationship with God.  This is the perfect time for each of us to grow in our faith!  God will lead us if we are willing to participate and try!	  
  
 									Grace and Peace,

									Rick

March Calendar Page
 (
Birthdays
3
Jimmy Bibey 
5
Emily Muse
6
Otis Patterson
8 
Joey Tortora 
10
Bonnie Scott
12
Johnny Scott
13
Angie Medlin
14
Jordan Smith 
15
Peter Little
17
Elvin Jackson
17
Mik
e Kelly
19
Tom Currie
21
Margaret Leonard
23
Maria Bigger 
26
Susan Cole 
27 
Barbara Kelly
28
Lucinda Casey
29
Connor Lucas
31
Dennis Parks 
31
Christopher Phillips 
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know.  Thanks.
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GREETERS
  
5
   Judi and Archie Kelly
12
   Lucinda and David Casey  
19      Marlene and Serge Riyevski
26 
    Otis Patterson
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FLOWERS
   
5        
Doreen and Peter Little
  12       
Bonnie Scott
  19       
Nancy Carter
  26
      Marie and J.D. Monroe
    
 
Susan Cole, Flower Chairman, 947-5764
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen									Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Sandra Bibey								Cheryl Bowman
Linda Busch									John Currie – Tara Plantation
Heather Kelly								Margaret Leonard
Matthew Leonard								Jim Lucas  	
Joan MacLean								Garin Parker	
Dennis Parks									Ina Sue Parks 
Kay Patterson								Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	
Phillip Warmbrod			
	
 														
 						
	

Linda Ammons – Jim Phillip’s sister 			Gail Barber – Regena Nugent’s sister		
Tony Bibey – Jimmy and Sandra’s son			Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala	
Dean Cameron							Marian Carmical	- Rev. Boyce’s wife (Eureka)	
Libby Craven							Ginny Cumbee – Friend of Debbie Gordon
Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle	Robert Davis								
Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson	Judy Hagerman – Tanya Adelmann’s mother	
Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law		Ronnie Kennedy						
Aaron Ladmin							Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards		
Roberta Martindale – Rick’s Mother			Bert Mills, Jr. – Marlene Riyevski’s Brother	
David Moore – Geraldine’s Son				Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin		
Hunter Smith							William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law 
Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother		
		

All of our military men and women, especially the following:
 Jonathan Baker, Chris Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Jared Smearman, 
Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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MARCH 
CALENDAR
1
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga 
12:00
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (FPC)
  5:30
Pancake Supper
  6:30
Ash Wednesday Service 
  7:30
Choir
2
11:00
PW Circle (fellowship hall) 
  7:00
Christian Yoga 
4
  8:30
Robbins Food Pantry
5
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
8
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga
12:00 
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (Carthage UMC) 
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
9
  7:00
Christian Yoga
12
  9:00
Administrative Committee (conference room)
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
  2:00
Session Meeting (conference room)
  5:00
Youth Group
13
  7:00
PWCT (conference room)
15
  
8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga 
12:00
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (First Baptist)
  
  
5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  
  
7:00
Choir
16
11:30
Ladies Lunch – carpool at church (Dewberry Deli) 
  
  
7:00
Christian Yoga 
19
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
21
Deadline for Mouse Articles
22
  
8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga 
12:00
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (
John Hall
)
  
                
See next page
 for remaining calendar
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FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  JANUARY						   	      	      	     YEAR:  2017
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  52; 2nd Sun  45;  3rd Sun 77;  4th Sun 67; 5th Sun  94 =      Average  67 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  39; 2nd Sun  34;  3rd Sun 54;  4th Sun 42; 5th Sun  47 =      Average  43
			
OPERATING FUNDS:


	Balance in checking account as of Jan 1, 2017
	        27,835.86

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	      +14,243.41

	Sub-Total
	        42,079.27

	Expenditures
	       -14,665.29

	Balance in checking account as of Jan 31, 2017
	        27,413.98

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)


	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Jan 1, 2017
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Jan '17
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $3,575; 2 Cents a Meal $93.09; 
	Bldg Fund memorial $300)
	          43,489.23
               475.02
                   
            3,968.09


	Sub-Total
	          47,932.34


	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,655.38 [prin] + $340.64 [int]=$2,996.02;
	Part Jan 2 Cents a Meal $83.04; 4th Qtr Employee taxes $1,441.77;
	Session Books - Continuing Education $441.36
	

         -4,962.19


	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Jan 31, 2017
	         42,970.15

	
	

	RECAP:


	Operating Funds Balance
	         27,413.98

	Building Fund Balance:  $22,964.40 + 3,875.00 = $26,839.40 - 2,996.02=
	       +23,843.38

	Restricted Funds Balance
	       +19,126.77

	
	          70,384.13

	Jan '17 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 336.63; FW/H 98.39; SW/H 40.00)

	             -475.02 

	1/31/17 Checkbook Balance


	          69,909.11

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value
	          23,843.38
          +6,228.32

	Total Building Funds on hand
	          30,071.70


	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 12/31/16
1/31/17 principal payment
Principal balance as of 11/31/17
	
          90,331.50
          -2,655.38
          87,676.12

	
	



MARCH CALENDAR CONTINUED
[bookmark: _GoBack]
22            5:30		What’s Up Wednesday
  		         7:00		Choir
23		  7:00		Christian Yoga
25					Presbytery Meeting in Morehead City
       26		  9:45		Sunday School
			11:00		Worship
		  	  5:00		Youth Group	
	28		  1:00		Fold Mouse (conference room)
	29		  8:45		Christian Yoga 
			10:30		Chair Christian Yoga 
			12:00		Community Lenten Service and Lunch (Mt. Olive AME Zion)
  		  	  5:30		What’s Up Wednesday
  		  	  7:00		Choir
	30		  7:00		Christian Yoga


Come Stretch Your Faith and Your Body

Please join us for Christian Faith Yoga – Take care of your body, soul, heart and mind.  Christian Faith Yoga is taught by Lynda Lea Goodall (trained in Christian yoga, recognized by the yoga alliance, the national certifying agency).
Lynda Lea will read Bible verses and play Christ centered worship music plus some classical church music during the yoga sessions.
Christian Faith Yoga will take place three times a week!  We will meet on Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. using mats.  Then from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. chair yoga.  On Thursdays from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. using mats.  
This is a great way to care for your whole being!  It is $5.00 per session.  Come and bring a friend!

Do You Need a Handyman?
Do you need a handyman for projects like home repair, power washing, yard work or small construction projects?  Then call Ken Fara (910) 947-2637 or (910) 639-7875.
Fall Festival

Doris Russell (949-6549) is chairing the Fall Festival this fall.  If you have any suggestions or would be willing to be a station chairperson or working on a committee or station please let her know.  

With the Women

Circle will meet on Thursday, March 2 at 11:00 am in the fellowship hall.  
Thanks to all for delivering flowers to our homebound and sick. Thanks to Doris Russell for making the beautiful tags for the vases.
Ladies Lunch will meet on Thursday, March 16 at 12:00 at the Dewberry Deli in Cameron.  If you would like car pool please meet at the church at 11:30 am. Also if you need a ride please contact Helen McDonald (690-2463).
Thanks to all for your help with the Soup Lunch.  All donations will go to the Carthage Food Pantry.
The PWCT will meet on Monday, March 13 at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

Youth Group News

	The Youth and their leaders want to thank everyone for their help in making this year’s “Souper” Bowl Offering such a success.  As a congregation we collected 433 cans for the Robbins Food Bank!  
	Upcoming events to place on everyone’s calendar.  No Youth Group on March 5th (no school on Monday).  April 2nd is the CROP Walk.  Saturday, April 29th we will be assisting the Coalition with their big food drive.  
 	For the month of March we will be collecting musical toys for Operation Christmas Child.  


All articles/information for the Mouse should be emailed to the church’s email address:  infofpc@yahoo.com by Tuesday, March 21st.
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