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Bring on November!

	It is the night before Halloween and the Martindale’s have been outside carving pumpkins as the temperature quickly drops.  I now sit in the warm confines of the family room with Oliver resting beside me.  It’s a hard life for this family pet.  As I sit here imagining all that November brings I think I hear sleigh bells in the background.  They are very faint now, but I know they will soon be getting louder.  I also hope against hope to see some white stuff closer to the holidays.  But before I leap too far ahead, November is waiting and ready to come upon us.  

November is a time for us to give thanks for all that has taken place over the last year.  Thanksgiving Day, with all its fixings and family gatherings, gives us reason to step back and examine our lives and God’s numerous moments of grace, love, and mercy.  Even with the challenges of life, God has helped us to witness His glory and love for us.  God is good.

  November is traditionally the time when we, as a church, make our pledges for the coming year.  This year, however, we are going to wait till December 3rd.   This provides us with adequate time to gage how to best serve God and FPC moving forward financially.  There are lots of ways we serve God’s people but Commitment Sunday is about our financial opportunity to serve.

I am thankful that as we prepare for another Commitment Sunday we have one great burden being lifted from us.  In 2009, we began our first capital campaign called, “Grow to Serve.”  We began down a pathway with lots of questions, fears, and hopes.  Then on July 26, 2011 at a special called meeting of the session we signed our contract with Kanoy Builders and with BB&T for our loan.  We had taken a great leap of faith.  The loan which seemed so large at one point is now nearly paid in full.  We will very shortly be making our final payment.  God is good!  We will celebrate all our sacrifices and work along this journey with a celebration that will take place on January 7, 2018.    

As I sit here contemplating, I’m most grateful for each of You!  You have blessed countless people, assisted fellow Christians along the way, and impacted my life as well as this entire church family.  We are a family of faith that takes immense joy in serving God and doing it with laughter and a smile along the way.  

May we each reflect upon God’s loving embraces over this last year acknowledging how blessed we are because of all that God has done.  Thanks be to Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!

	Grace and Peace,

										Rick 
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USHERS
*Marlene Riyevski
Lucinda Casey
Robert Gordon
Bill Russell
*Lead Usher
GREETERS
5
Nancy McKenzie and Ken Fara
12
Jimmy Bibey
19
Kathryn and Dale Buie
26
Ann Currie
) (
Birthdays
 
 
 1
Cody Adelmann
  4
Anne Lucas 
  5
Scott Phillips
  8
Jeff Medlin
  8
Helen Mohan
  9
Bill Russell
10
Steve Ingold  
10
Harriet Marsh 
12
Emily Tortora
15
Megan Phillips 
20
Doreen Little
21
Jane Ritter
24
Hallie Patterson
27
Cathy Campbell 
29
Chad Thomason
30
Nancy McKenzie
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FLOWERS
    5
    Jennifer and Chad Thomason
    12   Harvest Table
    19   Harvest Table
    26   Susan Phillips
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
)















In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen		Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Linda Busch		Susan Cole
John Currie – Tara Plantation	Betty Elliot
Sheree Kelly		Jennifer Prevost Kennally
Margaret Leonard	Jim Lucas
Joan MacLean	Nancy McKenzie
Garin Parker		Dennis Parks
Ina Sue Parks		Kay Patterson
Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	Scott Rives
Bonnie Scott		Phillip Warmbrod
	
								
 					    		
	
Linda Ammons – Jim Phillips’ sister	 Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son 
Cheryl Bowman	 Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala
Alice Byrd – Bonnie Scott’s daughter	 Dean Cameron
Terrie Campbell – Friend of Maria Bigger	 Libby Craven
Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle	 Robert Davis
Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson    	 Jimmie Garner – Joan Power’s Father                         Diamond Garnett – Youth at John Hall Church	 Wendy Horne – Linda Myrick’s Niece 
Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law	 Aaron Ladmin 
Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards	 David Moore – Geraldine’s son 
Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin	 Patrick Pusser – Friend of Maria Bigger
Hunter Smith	 	 William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law
Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother	  Barbara White – Friend of Elizabeth Barringer
Linda Ray Winslow – Friend of Pat Jackson

Condolences to the friends and family of former member, Flora McIver Cox Clegg, daughter of Adam McIver, who passed away on October 7th, 2017.

All of our military men and women especially the following:  Jonathan Baker,
Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR
1
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
2
11:00
PW Circle (fellowship hall)
  7:00
Boy Scouts
4
  7:30
Robbins Food Bank (meet at FPC) 
5
  9:00
Fellowship and Mission Committee (conference room)
         9:45
Sunday School  
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
6
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share
 (conference room)
7
  7:00
Bible Study
 (fellowship hall)
8
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
 
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir 
12
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
13
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share
 (conference room)
14
  6:00
Bible Study 
(fellowship hall)
15
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga 
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday 
  7:00
Choir
16
11:45
Ladies Lunch Bunch (Aroma Café)
19
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship/Communion
  7:00
Thanksgiving Service (Methodist Church)
21
Mouse Articles Due
22
  7:00
Choir
23
Thanksgiving Day – Church Office Closed
24
Church office closed 
  
26
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
27
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share
 (conference room)
28
  1:00
Fold the Mouse
29
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
)



















 








FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  SEPTEMBER					   	      	      	     					YEAR:  2017
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  65; 2nd Sun  79;  3rd Sun 68;  4th Sun 70; 5th Sun  =     Average 71 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  43; 2nd Sun  42;  3rd Sun 36;  4th Sun 36; 5th Sun  =     Average 39
			
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of Sep 1, 2017
	23,902.42

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +12,693.10

	Sub-Total
	36,595.52

	Expenditures
	   -14,590.09

	Balance in checking account as of Sep 30, 2017
	22,005.43

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Sep 1, 2017
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Sep '17
Adjustment on FICA taxes to correct error
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $5,505; 2 Cents a Meal $121.55; 
	Fall Festival: Doll House ticket sales $140 & 50/50 Raffle ticket sales $76;
	Grief Share $120; Stock dividend $44.22; Stock sale $5,813.74;
	Memorials to Building Fund $425)
	          46,689.73
             +540.65
               +1.74

        +12,245.51


	Sub-Total
	59,475.89


	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,874.58 [prin] + $121.44 [int]=$2,996.02;
	Add'l prin pmt $25,000; Annual fee, stock $19; July 2 Cents a Meal $121.56)
	
  -28,136.58

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Aug 31, 2017
	31,339.31

	
	

	RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	22,005.43

	Building Fund Balance:  $31,055.77 + 11,787.96 = $42,843.73 - 28,015.02=
	+14,828.71

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +16,512.34

	
	53,346.48

	July-Sep Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 1,216.12; FW/H 295.17; SW/H 120.00)
	    -1,631.29 

	9/30/17 Checkbook Balance

	51,715.19

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (130 shs sold)
	14,828.71
    +188.64

	Total Building Funds on hand
	15,017.35

	
	

	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 8/31/17
9/14/17 principal payment $25,000; 9/28/17 principal payment $2,874.58 
Principal balance as of 9/30/17
	
45,902.22
  -27,874.58
18,027.64


With the Women

It is not too late to join us! Circle will meet on Thursday, November 3rd at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.  You can get a study book from Marie Monroe.  Books are $11 this year. 

We will meet for lunch on Thursday, November 16th at The Aroma Café in Carthage at 11:45 a.m. and would love for you to join us. Please let Helen know if you need a ride, 690-2463 or hmcd2946@gmail.com 

Lastly, we’re changing things up a bit this year. We’re doing lunch instead of dinner.  The Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Lunch will be Sunday, December 10 after worship. Bring your favorite dish and join us for good food and fellowship. We will have raffle prizes and all donations will go to the Carthage Food Pantry.


Operation Christmas Child

	The time is ticking.  It’s not too late to donate plastic shoeboxes, crayons, inflatable soccer balls, flashlights, calculators, or pack your own box for children around the world.  Don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity.  

The youth will be collecting items through Sunday, November 5th!  In December the youth group will be traveling to Charlotte, NC to prepare shoeboxes for their final destination.


Christmas Cantata

Our FPC choir is preparing the cantata, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” by Russell Mouldin for December 10th at the 11:00 a.m. worship service!  This musical takes us on a journey back in time to the incredible story of Christ’s birth.  In this recount we hope to stir your hearts with awe and celebration for our greatest gift, the gift of our Savior! Please mark your calendars.


Poinsettias

We will be displaying poinsettias in the sanctuary during the Advent Season which begins on Sunday, December 3rd.  If you would like to place a poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone, please contact the church office by Tuesday, November 28th.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Email your information to infofpc@yahoo.com or call the church office at 910-947-2924.  Poinsettias will remain in church through December 31, 2017.


Grief Share

Grief Share continues to meet through December 4th on Monday nights from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Feel free to bring your dinner to eat during the sessions if you wish.  

At each meeting, participants learn about grief-related issues.  Each weekly session is designed so that you can begin attending at any time.  Members will find comfort, answers, and hope in every session!


FPC

Thank you for all of your work on the Fall Festival, both in preparation, chairing the different committees, baking, cooking, serving, selling, buying and attending.  What a creative and fun way to enjoy being together and sharing our fellowship with the community!


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

All articles/information for the Mouse should be emailed to Shanon at the church’s email address: infofpc@yahoo.com
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