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Class of 2017
John Baker
Robert Gordon
Margaret Leonard
Bill Russell 
Class of 2018
Angie Medlin
J.D. Monroe
Susan Phillips
Marlene Riyevski 
Class of 2019
Lucinda Casey
Cristy Dean
Scott Phillips
Paul White
)THE CHURCH MOUSE
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH	
JANUARY 2017


A New Year and A New Hope

	Last year the session and some of you read Autopsy of a Deceased Church by Thom Rainer.  In his book he examined a few churches that had died over the past several years.  Some of them were thriving churches in the ‘70’s but did not change with the changing times.   By examining what these churches did or didn’t do, Rainer gave 12 ways to help a church grow which included such things as looking outward instead of inward, praying, becoming spiritual leaders and not administrative ones, embracing change, and looking into the future and not the past to name a few.

	As we are already hitting the middle of January it begs the question, “What New Year’s Resolutions have already been classified as failures?”  You haven’t been to church yet this year?  No problem…there are 50 Sundays to go.  You haven’t been reading your Bible or praying as you wanted?  No problem…there are still about 350 days left in the year.  We do not have to throw away great goals…we simply need to start acting upon them.  We can make 2017 the year we become spiritually fit, physically fit, fiscally fit, and whatever else but it requires us to make an effort.
	 
	As far as a FPC goes, we need to work on growing and I’m not talking about numerically (though new members are important).  The most important thing for us, individually and a church, is to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  He is the reason we gather together and reach out to the world around us.  He is our salvation and hope.  What are you doing to strengthen your relationship with Him?     

	I will be introducing a new book shortly and in this new book we are reminded of one simple truth… embrace who we are and “run” with it.  We are the church of Jesus Christ!  We will love one another and we will reach out to make disciples of all people.  We will make Jesus a part of our everyday life and our actions will glorify Him.  If we embrace Jesus Christ, we will flourish in 2017!  

 									Grace and Peace,

									Rick
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Birthdays
 
 
9
John Baker III 
10
Alma Baker
12
Paul White
13
Hal Meeks
14
Duncan Kelly
16
Tom Leonard
22
Sandra Bibey
24
Riley Medlin
25
Carson Kelly
26 
Ali Smith
29
Pat Nugent
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know.  Thanks.
   
)
 (
GREETERS
1
Diane and 
Tom Pangborn
2    Susan and Benny Cole
15
Otis Patterson
22
Doris and Bill Russell
29 
Judi and Archi Kelly
  
)
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FLOWERS
    
1    
Poinsettias
     8    
Ann & Tom Currie
    15   
Geraldine Moore
    22   
Doris & Bill Russell
    29   
Pat & Elvin Jackson
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen									Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Sandra Bibey								Cheryl Bowman
Linda Busch									John Currie – Tara Plantation
Heather Kelly								Margaret Leonard
Matthew Leonard								Jim Lucas  	
Joan MacLean								Garin Parker	
Dennis Parks									Ina Sue Parks 
Kay Patterson								Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	
Tom Stewart									Phillip Warmbrod			
	
 														
 						
	

Linda Ammons – Jim Phillip’s sister 			Gail Barber – Regena Nugent’s sister		
Mark Bibey – Regena Nugent’s brother			Tony Bibey – Jimmy and Sandra’s son		
Dean Cameron							Marian Carmical	- Rev. Boyce’s wife (Eureka)		
Libby Craven							Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle
Robert Davis								Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson
Judy Hagerman – Tanya Adelmann’s mother	Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law
Lisa Huntsinger – Elizabeth Williams’ daughter	Carl Greeson – Susan Cole’s Brother
Ronnie Kennedy							Aaron Ladmin		
Maxine Lawson – Elizabeth Williams’ Sister		Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards
David Moore – Geraldine’s Son				Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin
Hunter Smith							William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law 
Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother		
		

All of our military men and women, especially the following:
 Jonathan Baker, Chris Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Jared Smearman, 
Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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JANUARY 
CALENDAR
1
  9:45
Sunday School  
11:00
Worship/Congregational Meeting
2
Church Office Closed
4
  8:45 
Christian Yoga (FPC)
5
11:00
PW Circle
  7:00
Christian Yoga (Methodist Church)
6
Epiphany of the Lord
8
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
10
  1:00
Fold Mouse (Conference Room)
11
  8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
  5:30 
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00 
Choir
12
  7:00
Christian Yoga (Methodist Church)
14
  8:30
Robbins Food Bank (meet at FPC)
15
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
16
No School (Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday) 
18
  8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday 
  7:00
Choir
19
11:45
Ladies Lunch Bunch 
  7:00
Christian Yoga (Methodist Church)
22
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
  5:00 
Youth Group
24
Deadline for Mouse
25
  8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
26
  7:00
Christian Yoga (Methodist Church)
29
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
31
  1:00
Fold the Mouse
   
)















 









All articles/information for the Mouse should be emailed to Cheryl at the church’s email address: infofpc@yahoo.com
FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  DECEMBER						   	      	      YEAR:  2016
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  71; 2nd Sun  70;  3rd Sun 82;  4th Sun 90; 5th Sun       =      Average  78 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  46; 2nd Sun  50;  3rd Sun 54;  4th Sun 15; 5th Sun       =      Average  41
				
OPERATING FUNDS:


	Balance in checking account as of Dec 1, 2016
	   32,173.24

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +14,537.37

	Sub-Total
	    46,710.61

	Expenditures
	   -18,874.75

	Balance in checking account as of Dec 31, 2016
	    27,835.86

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)


	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Dec 1, 2016
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Dec '16
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $7,247; 2 Cents a Meal $142.09; Cemetery 
	Fund $75,000; BB&T Corp dividend $40.20; Bldg Fund memorial $30)
	    39,162.98
         505.07
                   
     82,459.29


	Sub-Total
	    122,127.34

	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,645.36 [prin] + $350.66 [int]=$2,996.02;
	Dec 2 Cents a Meal $142.09; FPC Cemetery Fund $75,500
	
     -78,638.11


	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Dec 31, 2016
	       43,489.23

	
	

	RECAP:


	Operating Funds Balance
	   27,835.86

	Building Fund Balance:  $22,643.22 + 7,317.20 = $29,960.42 - 2,996.02=
	 +26,964.40

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +16,524.83

	
	   71,325.09

	Oct-Dec '16 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 1,006.05; FW/H 297.72; SW/H 138.00)

	    -1,441.77 

	12/31/16 Checkbook Balance


	   69,883.32

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value
	    26,964.40
    +6,260.48

	Total Building Funds on hand
	    33,224.88

	
	

	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 11/30/16
12/28/16 principal payment
Principal balance as of 12/31/16
	
   92,976.86
    -2,645.36
[bookmark: _GoBack]   90,331.50








Come Stretch Your Faith and Your Body

Please join us for Christian Faith Yoga – Take care of your body, soul, heart and mind.  Christian Faith Yoga is taught by Lynda Lea Goodall (trained in Christian yoga, recognized by the yoga alliance, the national certifying agency).

Lynda Lea will read Bible verses and play Christ centered worship music plus some classical church music during the yoga sessions.

Christian Faith Yoga will take place twice a week.  We will meet on Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. at FPC in the Family Life Center.
	
Then on Thursdays from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Sinclair Christian Center at Carthage United Methodist Church.

This is a great way to care for your whole being!  It is $5.00 per each session that you attend.

We hope you will come and bring a friend!


Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women are collecting school supplies for Carthage Elementary School.  We will collect items thru January 22nd.  Look for boxes in the upper narthex and in the Family Life Center.  Items needed include Kleenex, Clorox wipes, thin spiral notebooks, wide ruled notebook paper, #2 pencils, and white board markers.

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet on Thursday, January 19th at 11:45 a.m. at the Aroma Cafe.  If you need a ride contact Helen McDonald.  Hope to see you there.




2017 Committees

	If you would like to serve on a standing committee of the church please let Rev. Martindale know.  We have six standing committees which include:  Administrative, Building and Grounds, Christian Education, Fellowship and Mission, Stewardship and Finance, and Worship.  
	


Youth Group

	The Youth Group finished 2016 by traveling to Boone on the Saturday after Thanksgiving to help with Operation Christmas Child.  You should be proud of our youth and adult leaders who worked for four hours straight (without any break) on the assembly line checking, assembling, and preparing shoeboxes so they could be shipped half-way around the world to bless children’s lives.
	
	The Youth Group will not meet on January 15th because they will be out of school on that Monday but will be meeting from 5 – 6:30 p.m. on the 22nd and 29th of January.    

Invite Someone Today

	When is the last time you invited someone to church?  In this new technological era you can do so not only in person or over the phone but also through many of the social media available to us such as with Instagram or Facebook.  Reach out and let us change the lives of those who are searching for a new beginning.
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