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The Grasshopper Myth

	Have you ever walked along and had a great idea hit you?  Most of us have at some point or another.  How many times has this occurred while reading?  Probably many more times.  Reading is a great way to open ourselves up to God and to the world around us.  Sometimes I have had a great idea while reading but I have to admit I have gotten some really great ideas from what I’ve read.  It’s worth reading good books.  Now I know some of us don’t like to read so I’m grateful that in our world today you can do a lot of “reading” by listening to a book.  This is especially helpful for those who do a lot of driving or walking.

	Last year the session read Autopsy of a Deceased Church – 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive by Thom Rainer.  It was an easy read with some really good ideas.  Members of the session as well as some of the rest of you have told me how good it was.  It helped to open our eyes to some new perspectives and strengthen FPC to make sure we do not lull ourselves into a dying church.

	This year the session has again taken the challenge to read a new book, The Grasshopper Myth by Karl Vaters.  I was fortunate enough to hear him speak at a small church conference last fall.  It was encouraging and like many good conferences, it helped me to see something (in this case the small church) in a new light.

	The Grasshopper Myth is the false impression that our church at FPC is less than what God says it is because we are constantly comparing ourselves to other churches.  Normally churches that are much larger than our own.  

	In this book we will be looking at FPC in a new light.  We will see our church and church family as a place of hope and healing.  Karl Vaters says, “We’ve discovered the benefits of thinking small.  And it’s got nothing to do with small thinking.  We’ve come to realize that our small size is not a problem to be fixed, but a strategic advantage God wants to use.”

		I hope this will be an exciting book complimenting what we read last year.  You will be hearing about this book in the months to come.  
  
 									Grace and Peace,

									Rick
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Birthdays
 
 
2
Nicholas Baker
  2
Emma Leonard
  5
Taylor Allred
  5
Robert Gordon
  7
Jennifer Thomason
11
Archie Kelly   
13
Pat Jackson 
13
Dell Wahala   
15
Elizabeth Williams  
27
Joan MacLean
28 Ellie Mae Collins
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know.  Thanks.
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GREETERS
  5
Tom Stewart
1
2  
Ann Key   
19   
Ann Currie
26 
JoAnn Wahal
a
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FLOWERS
   
5        Debbie & Robert Gordon
  12       Tom Stewart
  19       Lucinda & David Casey
  26       Barbara Danley
   
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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CHURCH FLOWERS
The Worship Committee thanks the church family and friends for placing flowers in the sanctuary
during the 2016 Sunday worship services. Your continued support is appreciated.  Contact Susan Cole, Flower Chm. (910) 947-5764.

In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen									Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Sandra Bibey								Cheryl Bowman
Linda Busch									John Currie – Tara Plantation
Heather Kelly								Margaret Leonard
Matthew Leonard								Jim Lucas  	
Joan MacLean								Garin Parker	
Dennis Parks									Ina Sue Parks 
Kay Patterson								Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	
Phillip Warmbrod			
	
 														
 						
	

Linda Ammons – Jim Phillip’s sister 			Gail Barber – Regena Nugent’s sister		
Mark Bibey – Regena Nugent’s brother			Tony Bibey – Jimmy and Sandra’s son	
Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala		Dean Cameron						
Marian Carmical	- Rev. Boyce’s wife (Eureka)		Libby Craven
Ginny Cumbee – Friend of Debbie Gordon	Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle
Robert Davis								Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson
Judy Hagerman – Tanya Adelmann’s mother	Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law
Lisa Huntsinger – Elizabeth Williams’ daughter	Carl Greeson – Susan Cole’s Brother
Ronnie Kennedy							Aaron Ladmin		
Maxine Lawson – Elizabeth Williams’ Sister		Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards
Bert Mills, Jr. – Marlene Riyevski’s Brother		David Moore – Geraldine’s Son	
Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin			Hunter Smith						
William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law 	Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother		
		
All of our military men and women, especially the following:
 Jonathan Baker, Chris Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Jared Smearman, 
Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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FEBRUARY 
CALENDAR
2
  7:00
Christian Yoga (FPC)
4
  8:30
Robbins Food Bank (meet at FPC)
5
  9:00
Fellowship and Mission Committee (conference room)
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
  6:00
Youth Group Super Bowl Party at 1705 Dowd St.
8
  8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga (FPC)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday 
  7:00
Choir
9
  7:00
Christian Yoga (FPC)
12
  
9:00
Administrative Committee (conference room)
  
9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
  2:00
Session Meeting (conference room)
  5:00 
Youth Group
15
  8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga (FPC)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
16
  7:00
Christian Yoga (FPC)
19
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
12:00
Worship Committee (conference room)
12:00 
Empty Bowls at Elk’s Club in Southern Pines
  5:00
Youth Group
22
  
8:45
Christian Yoga (FPC)
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga (FPC)
  
  
5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  
  
7:00
Choir
23
  
Deadline for March Mouse
 
  7:00
Christian Yoga (FPC)
26
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
28
  1:00
Fold the Mouse
   
)
















 










FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  DECEMBER						   	      	      YEAR:  2016
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  71; 2nd Sun  70;  3rd Sun 82;  4th Sun 90; 5th Sun       =      Average  78 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  46; 2nd Sun  50;  3rd Sun 54;  4th Sun 15; 5th Sun       =      Average  41
				
OPERATING FUNDS:


	Balance in checking account as of Dec 1, 2016
	   32,173.24

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +14,537.37

	Sub-Total
	    46,710.61

	Expenditures
	   -18,874.75

	Balance in checking account as of Dec 31, 2016
	    27,835.86

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)


	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Dec 1, 2016
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Dec '16
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $7,247; 2 Cents a Meal $142.09; Cemetery 
	Fund $75,000; BB&T Corp dividend $40.20; Bldg Fund memorial $30)
	    39,162.98
         505.07
                   
     82,459.29


	Sub-Total
	    122,127.34

	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,645.36 [prin] + $350.66 [int]=$2,996.02;
	Dec 2 Cents a Meal $142.09; FPC Cemetery Fund $75,500
	
     -78,638.11


	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Dec 31, 2016
	       43,489.23

	
	

	RECAP:


	Operating Funds Balance
	   27,835.86

	Building Fund Balance:  $22,643.22 + 7,317.20 = $29,960.42 - 2,996.02=
	 +26,964.40

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +16,524.83

	
	   71,325.09

	Oct-Dec '16 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 1,006.05; FW/H 297.72; SW/H 138.00)

	    -1,441.77 

	12/31/16 Checkbook Balance


	   69,883.32

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value
	    26,964.40
    +6,260.48

	Total Building Funds on hand
	    33,224.88

	
	

	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 11/30/16
12/28/16 principal payment
Principal balance as of 12/31/16
	
   92,976.86
    -2,645.36
   90,331.50









Come Stretch Your Faith and Your Body

Please join us for Christian Faith Yoga – Take care of your body, soul, heart and mind.  Christian Faith Yoga is taught by Lynda Lea Goodall (trained in Christian yoga, recognized by the yoga alliance, the national certifying agency).
Lynda Lea will read Bible verses and play Christ centered worship music plus some classical church music during the yoga sessions.
Christian Faith Yoga will take place three times a week!  We will meet on Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. using mats.  At 10:30 a.m. we are now offering chair yoga for those who want to improve their overall health and have an extra leg (or four) to lean upon.  
We are still meeting on Thursdays from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. but instead of meeting at Carthage United Methodist Church we will now be meeting at FPC.  
This is a great way to care for your whole being!  It is $5.00 per each session you attend.
We hope you will come and bring a friend!


Youth Group News

	The Youth and their leaders want to thank everyone for their help in making this year’s “Souper” Bowl Offering such a success.  Your generosity will help in going a long way to those who struggle with feeding themselves and their families.
	The youth also had a great Super Bowl party at the Phillips to watch the first half of the game and nothing makes it more enjoyable than good company and lots of fun, good food!
	The Youth will start collecting items for Operation Christmas Child this month.  This month they are collecting “accessories.”  Such items include: bows, hair ties, combs, sunglasses, watches, belts, hats, etc.  There are collection boxes located inside the main doors and the lower narthex.


All articles/information for the Mouse should be emailed to the church’s email address:  infofpc@yahoo.com
Invite Someone Today

	When is the last time you invited someone to church?  In this new technological era you can do so not only in person or over the phone but also through many of the social media available to us such as with Instagram or Facebook.  Reach out and let us change the lives of those who are searching for a new beginning.

Empty Bowls 2017

	Last year the Sandhills/Moore County Coalition did a delicious fund raiser to help support the great ministries taking place at the Coalition.  They feed the hungry, pay power bills, provide clothing, and many other things to help the people of Moore County.
	Come Sunday, February 19th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. at the Elk’s Lodge, 280 Country Club Circle, Southern Pines where you can enjoy many different soups and desserts from area chefs.  
	Tickets may be purchased by calling (910) 693-1600 ext. 204.  


Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper

	We will gather together for a meal at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1st.  The meal of pancakes, bacon, sausage, and fruit is an opportunity to fellowship together as we begin the season of Lent.
	We will be accepting donations to be split between the scholarship program and to help feed those in need.  Come and enjoy a wonderful meal, fellowship, and Ash Wednesday service (6:30 p.m.).  Invite your friends to this wonderful evening!
	
Fall Festival

Doris Russell (949-6549) is chairing the Fall Festival this fall.  If you have any suggestions or would be willing to be a station chairperson or working on a committee or station please let her know.  
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