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Preparation Is Essential for a Trip and for Eternity 

	As we enter August, many of us have or are getting ready to take some time away.  Vacations and trips, however don’t just happen.  They requires preparation.  
	
	We just returned from Washington D.C. and Lancaster, PA.  Preparations for Lancaster were completed early and then about a month ago we decided to spend a brief time in Washington, D.C. since it was on our way.  We shifted into gear.  Hotel reservations were made.  Reservations were made for visiting Arlington and a walking tour of the National Mall.  All of which took time to complete.  

	We had plenty to do before we could leave.  Plans were made for Oliver to be boarded, the Pilot and our mail were stopped, asked neighbors to check the house in our absence, etc.  All the stuff that many of us do when going away.  I haven’t even mentioned packing or getting things done at the church.  A lot has to happen.

	One day, we will experience making another trip but this trip will not be temporary, like a vacation.  Instead, we will be encountering our new home for all eternity.  Yes, I’m talking about God’s heavenly kingdom.  It will be quite the trip.  It begs the question, “What are you doing to prepare?”

	This is much bigger than a vacation.  It’s much bigger than when one moves from one location to another.  So what are we doing to get ready?  What clothes do we need?  None.  Everything is provided.  Awesome!  What reservations or travel plans do we need to make?  Reservations were made long ago by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

	What do we need to do?  It sounds like everything is prepared for us.  It is!  Our reservation, however, is contingent upon us knowing who Jesus is.  He is the King and Ruler of our lives.  God has planted within us, through the Holy Spirit, the desire and faith to walk with Christ.  Nothing else is as important as our relationship with Christ.  So how close are you to God’s Son?  Do you tell Jesus all your deepest thoughts, concerns, fears, joys, etc.?  Do you acknowledge from where your true strength resides?

	Our preparation requires building a deeper, more profound relationship with our Lord and Savior as we prepare for eternity.  How will you do this?  If you don’t know, then take time to listen.  Listen for the many opportunities God provides us daily to grow in our faith, preparing us for that great eternal trip!    

										Grace and Peace,

										Rick      
August Calendar Page
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USHERS
Bill Russell
*
Marlene Riyevski
Lucinda Casey
Robert Gordon
*Lead Usher
) (
Birthdays
  1
Ashton Monroe  
  3
Ruth Tyson 
  5
Aubrey Tortora  
  6
John McDonald  
  6
Tom Stewart 
  7
Marie Monroe  
  9 
Ruby Ingold   
  9
Ashely 
Bibey 
11
Sheree Kelly 
11
Gail Meeks
15
Carl Nunnery  
16
Jeff Key 
17
Will Thomason
21
Ty White 
22
Meredith Marshburn 
22
Linda McCaskill
24
Megan Baker
25
Denise Edmonds
27
Rick Martindale
29
Alex Thomason
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know. Thanks.
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FLOWERS
  6  
Marie & JD Monroe
 13  
       
Otis Patterson
 20  
Rege
na & Patrick Nugent
 27  
Maria Bigger
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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GREETERS
6
Carol and Paul
 White
13
Tom Stewart
20
JoAnn Wahala
27
Jim Lucas
)








In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen	Jean Bennett - Quail Haven
Linda Busch	Susan Cole
John Currie – Tara Plantation	Sheree Kelly
Margaret Leonard	Jim Lucas
Joan MacLean	Nancy McKenzie
Garin Parker	Dennis Parks
Ina Sue Parks	Kay Patterson
Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	Bonnie Scott
Phillip Warmbrod
 						
				
				
 						
	



Linda Ammons – Jim Phillips’ sister                  Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son 
Cheryl Bowman                                                Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala
Dean Cameron                                                      Libby Craven
Family and Friends of Ginny Cumbee               Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle
Robert Davis	                                                   Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson
Wendy Horne – Linda Myrick’s Niece                 Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law
Aaron Ladmin                                                   Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards     
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lisa McBryde – UNC-friend of the Martindale’s David Moore – Geraldine’s son                     Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin                Noal Sheppard – Shanon Venable’s Uncle  Hunter Smith                                                     William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother                       Linda Ray Winslow – Friend of Pat Jackson



All of our military men and women especially the following:  Jonathan Baker,
Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker.
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AUGUST 
CALENDAR
6
  9:00
Sunday School
10:00
Worship
11:00
Doll House Tickets for sale
11:00
Lemonade on the Lawn 
7
  6:00
PW Salad Supper – all are invited
9
  8:45
Christian Yoga
     
 10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
10
  7:00
Christian Yoga
13
  9:00
Sunday School 
10:00
Worship
16
-17
  
Yoga will not meet
17
11:30
Ladies Lunch Bunch (Ms. Lacy’s)
20
  
9:45
Sunday School 
(back to regular schedule)
11:00
Worship/
Communion
22
Mouse Articles Due (noon)
23
  8:45
Christian Yoga
      
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
24
 
 
7:00
Christian Yoga
27
  
9:45
Sunday School
/Back to School Celebration
 
11:00
Worship
28
School Begins!
28 
Family Promise This Week
29
  1:00
Fold Mouse
All articles/information for the Mouse and the weekly bulletins should be emailed 
to Shanon
 at the church’s email address: 
infofpc@yahoo.com
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FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  JUNE						   	      	      	     						YEAR:  2017
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  85; 2nd Sun  69;  3rd Sun 70;  4th Sun 108; 5th Sun  =  Average  83 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  41; 2nd Sun  45;  3rd Sun 44;  4th Sun   26; 5th Sun  =  Average  39
	
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of June 1, 2017
	28,721.02

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +12,076.00

	Sub-Total
	40,797.02

	Expenditures
	   -14,291.82

	Balance in checking account as of June 30, 2017
	26,505.20

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of June 1, 2017
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for June '17
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $4,080; 2 Cents a Meal $153.41; 
	BF Memorials $4,935; Cemetery $400; Pentecost $20; Stock div $40.20;
	Sale of Brunswick County lot $7,500)
	          37,156.28
              543.25
     
              
        17,128.61


	Sub-Total
	54,828.14


	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	pmt $2,783.59 [prin] + $212.43 [int]=$2,996.02;
	June 2 Cents a Meal $153.41; Pentecost $20; Additional principal payment
	on loan $7,500; Brunswick County lot sale expenses $136.87
	

   -10,809.30


	Balance in Restricted Funds as of June 30, 2017
	44,021.84

	RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	26,505.20

	Building Fund Balance:  $22,200.50 + 16,555.20 = $38,755.70 - 10,632.89=
	+28,122.81

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +15,899.03

	
	70,527.04

	Apr-Jun '17 Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 1,183.80; FW/H 295.17; SW/H 120.00)

	    -1,598.97 

	6/30/17 Checkbook Balance
	68,928.07

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value
	28,122.81
    +6,105.04

	Total Building Funds on hand
	34,227.85

	
BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 5/31/17
6/16/17 principal payment
6/29/27 principal payment 
Principal balance as of 6/30/17
	

61,800.14
    -7,500.00
  -2,783.59
51,516.55


With the Women

Circle will kick off our 2017-2018 year on August 7th at 6:00 p.m. at our annual Salad Supper.  All are invited to bring your favorite salad and join us for an evening of good food and fellowship.

We will meet for lunch on August 17th at Mrs. Lacy’s in Sanford at 11:30 a.m.  Plan to meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. if you would like to carpool.  Please let Helen McDonald (690-2463) know if you need a ride.  

We are collecting school supplies for needy children in the elementary school.  These items include notebook paper, spiral notebooks, Kleenex, Clorox wipes, #2 pencils, crayons, Elmer’s glue, glue sticks and book bags.  Please leave items in the designated boxes in the upper and lower vestibules of the sanctuary and in the Family Life Center.  We will collect through August 22nd.

Grief Share

The first 13-week session of Grief Share has now been completed. 

For our upcoming fall session we need additional facilitators.  Facilitators do not need to be teachers or counselors.  Their primary role is to create an atmosphere of warmth, caring, and trust in the discussion group.  There is a training session to become a facilitator with a video that we can watch and discuss together as well as a leader guide for you to read and study.  You can attend sessions to get comfortable with facilitating, as long as you have experienced the death of a loved one.  Remember:  A facilitator does not teach— you facilitate.

The next 13 week session of Grief Share will be on Mondays, Sept. 11th –Dec. 4th from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

If you would like more information on the fall session of Grief Share or if you are interested in becoming a facilitator, please contact the church office (947-2924) or The Russell’s (949-6549).


Fall Festival

The first date for purchasing the Victorian Doll House raffle tickets will be August 6, 2017.  There will be a table before and after the church service.  Only 150 tickets are available and we would appreciate it if every church member would purchase or sell 1-2 tickets. The tickets are $5.oo each.  

Please see Rick or Shanon in the church office to purchase tickets during the week.

Christian Faith Yoga

Lynda Lea Goodall’s weekly yoga classes have become a time of joy for not only members of FPC, but our surrounding community!  During each session, Lynda Lea reads Bible verses and plays Christ centered worship music as well as classical church music.

Please join this inspiring class on Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. using mats and 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. for chair yoga.  The class also meets on Thursday evening from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. using mats.

Classes are $5.00 per session.  Come and bring a friend!

FPC 

Linda Busch is having some health issues and needs our prayers.  She is at a facility at this time and would appreciate hearing from us.  Linda loves Carthage, FPC, and our FPC family. 
Linda Busch
Wangensbach
Alte Landstrasse 136
8700 Kuesnacht/ZH
Switzerland


Regena Nugent would like to thank everyone for their support and prayers during the recent illnesses and deaths of her brother Mark and sister Gail. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
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