   
 
 (
Non-Profit
Organization
U.S.
 Postage
PAID
CARTHAGE
, 
NC
28327
Permit No. 35
)


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
POST OFFICE BOX 397
CARTHAGE, NORTH CAROLINA 28327
(910) 947-2924
fpccarthage.com (web site)
infofpc397@gmail.com (e-mail)




 


 (
The Reverend Rick Martindale
Pastor
Elizabeth Williams
 
Organist
 & Choir Director
Ann Key
     
Sexton
Marie Monroe
     
Treasurer
Shanon Venable
   
Administrative Assistant
Sarah Frick
    
Nursery Attendant
 
) (
Class of 2018
Angie Medlin
J.D. Monroe
Susan Phillips
Marlene Riyevski 
Class of 2019
Lucinda Casey
Cristy Dean
Scott Phillips
Paul White
Class of 2020
Doris Russell
Chad Thomason
Michelle Tortora
JoAnn Wahala
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A New Spiritual Practice for the Rest of Your Life

A couple of weeks ago, during the Community Lenten Series, I preached about the importance of listening to God.  As mentioned in my homily, we do a decent job talking to God.  We ask God for forgiveness.  We ask to bring God’s healing touch upon those who are sick and/or those in need of special care.  We ask for guidance and direction in our lives.  We ask God to care for those we love.  Recently, we have been praying for the students, school staff, and families in Parkland, Florida.    

Jesus did a lot of praying, too.  He also went out on a regular basis, by himself for quiet time.  A time when he listened instead of talked.  Elijah is recorded in 1 Kings 19 of fleeing after being told that he is going to be hunted down and killed.      

Elijah waits for God.  God arrives, but not in the strong wind, earthquake, or fire.  God arrives in the sheer silence.  At this moment, Elijah comes not to tell God everything but to listen to God for guidance and direction.

In our prayer life we spend too much time talking and not enough time listening.  During this Lenten season and beyond we should create more time to listen to God directing our lives.

Listening to God, let alone others, is not easy.  Our minds are often racing to what we will say next.  If we don’t create intentional time to listen to God, then how in the world are we going to know what God wants us to do?  God’s thoughts are important!  It’s time to listen to the Lord and Savior of our lives.

Begin by taking 10 minutes and clear your head of all distractions.  This will take some real practice.  It’s not as easy as it sounds.  We live such busy lives that taking time to quiet our souls will take real work.  Be patient.  It will slowly happen.  

Once you quiet your souls, you will help create space for God to speak.  God has so much to share with us.  Our taking time (which should increase beyond the original 10 minutes) is essential to our building a lasting relationship with God.

God will speak to us in ways that are unique, full of grace and love, and embolden us to walk with Him.  If you haven’t started this spiritual practice, please begin today.  

								Grace and Peace,
								Rick
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Birthdays
3
Jimmy Bibey
3
Ken Fara
 
5
Emily Muse
6
Otis Patterson
8 
Joey Tortora 
10
Bonnie Scott
12
Johnny Scott
13
Angie Medlin
14
Jordan Smith 
15
Peter Little
17
Mik
e Kelly
19
Tom Currie
21
Margaret Leonard
23
Maria Bigger 
26
Susan Cole 
27 
Barbara Kelly
28
Lucinda Casey
29
Connor Lucas
31
Dennis Parks 
31
Christopher Phillips 
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let 
the church office know.  
Thank you
   
)

 (
GREETERS
4    
Otis Patterson
      
       
11   
Hal Meeks
     
        
18   
Geraldine Moore
      
       
25   
Jim Lucas
   
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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FLOWERS
4    Doreen & Peter Little
      
       
11   Bonnie Scott
     
        
18   Marie & JD Monroe
      
       
25   Barbara Danley
   
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
)


















In Our Prayers . . . 

	Bette Allen		Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
	Linda Busch		John Currie – Tara Plantation
 Betty Elliot		Sheree Kelly
 Margaret Leonard	Jim Lucas
 Joan MacLean 	Nancy McKenzie
 Garin Parker		Dennis Parks
 Ina Sue Parks		Kay Patterson
 Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s	Scott Rives
 Bonnie Scott 		Ali Wadsworth
 Phillip Warmbrod
	
 														
 				 		        
	



Linda Ammons – Jim Phillip’s sister	Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son
Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala	Alice Byrd – Bonnie Scott’s daughter
Dean Cameron	Terrie Campbell – Friend of Maria Bigger
Libby Craven	Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle
Robert Davis		Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson
Jimmie Garner – Joan Power’s Father	Diamond Garnett – Youth at John Hall Church
Aaron Ladmin	Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonard’s
Lisa McBryde – Friend of the Martindale’s	David Moore – Geraldine’s son
Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin	Hunter Smith
William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law	Skip Vann – Jim Phillip’s brother
Linda Ray Winslow – Friend of Pat Jackson



All of our military men and women especially the following:  Jonathan Baker,
           Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker
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MARCH CALENDAR
1
  1:00
PW Circle (conference room)
4
 
 9:00
Fellowship and Missions Committee (conference room)
 
  9:00
Building and Ground Committee (library)
  
9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
12:00
Empty Bowls (WPCC)  
5
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share (conference room) 
7
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:15
Chair Christian Yoga
12:00 
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (Carthage First Baptist) 
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
 8
  6:00
Worship Committee (conference room)
11
  
Daylight Saving Time Begins
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
12:00
Celebration Luncheon
  2:00
Session Meeting
  5:00
Youth Group
12
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
  6:30
Grief Share
14
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga 
12:00
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (Mt. Olive)
  
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  
  7:00
Choir
16
 11:45
PW Luncheon (Aroma Café)
18
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship/Communion
  5:00
Youth Group
19
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share
20
Mouse Articles Due
21
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:30
Chair Christian Yoga 
12:00
Community Lenten Service and Lunch (John Hall)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
(Calendar Continued on next page)
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FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH:  JANUARY					   	      	      	     	      					YEAR:  2018
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  40; 2nd Sun   92;  3rd Sun   87;  4th Sun   53; 5th Sun = Average 68 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  22; 2nd Sun   41;  3rd Sun   52;  4th Sun   28; 5th Sun = Average 36
			
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of Jan 1, 2018
	16,482.34

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +12,933.01

	Sub-Total
	29,415.35

	Expenditures
	   -12,002.70

	Balance in checking account as of Jan 31, 2018
	17,412.65

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)

	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Jan 1, 2018
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Jan '18
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $50; 2 Cents a Meal $163.35; 
	Memorial $100)
	          28,660.62
             +530.90
               
            +313.35


	Sub-Total
	29,504.87

	Expenditures: (4th Quarter 2017 employee FW/H & SW/H)


	  -1,614.04

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Jan 31, 2018
	27,890.83

	
	

	RECAP:


	Operating Funds Balance
	17,412.65

	Building Fund: Equipment etc $1,392.54 + Other  ($9,116.44 + 50.00)=$9,166.44=  
	+10,558.98

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +17,331.85

	
	45,303.48


	Jan Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 406.95; FW/H 81.95; SW/H 42.00)

	    -530.90 

	1/31/18 Checkbook Balance



	44,772.58

	OTHER REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Scholarship C/D with BB&T
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (4 shs)
	23,346.86
    +204.28

	Total Building Funds on hand
	23,551.14


 (
MARCH CALENDAR (cont.)
25 
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship/Palm Sunday
  6:00
RACM Palm Sunday Service
26
  8:45
Christian Yoga
  6:30
Grief Share 
27
  1:00
Fold the Mouse
28
  8:45
Christian Yoga 
10:15
Chair Christian Yoga
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
29
  7:00
Maund
y Thursday Service
30
Good Friday
)
								With the Women
It is not too late to join us.  Circle will on Thursday, March 1st at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.  You can get a study book from Marie Monroe.  

Mark your calendar on Thursday, March 16th at The Aroma Café in Carthage at 11:45 a.m.  Hope you can come.  Also let Helen (690-2463 or hmcd2946@gmail) know if you need a ride. 

Thanks to all who helped with the Lenten Lunch.  Donation money collected for the meal was given to the Carthage Food Pantry.

Celebration Sunday
Please join us on Sunday, March 11th, at 11 a.m. as we gather to worship and celebrate God’s blessings on our congregation as we have paid off the loan for the Family Life Center.

After the worship service, a catered lunch will be provided for everyone.  Please plan on joining us as we lift up our thanks to God and enjoy good food and fellowship on this special occasion.  

Grief Share
Grief Share will begin Mondays 6:30-8:30 p.m. on March 5th and continue until May 28th.  Grief Share is a 13 week program of "help and encouragement" for those who have experienced a death and includes a video featuring an array of speakers, plus a workbook, called Your Journey from Mourning to Joy.  

The program is being facilitated by Doris and Bill Russell.  Each program is self-contained and participants are welcome to attend in any sequence.
Empty Bowls 2018
Each year the Sandhills/Moore County Coalition does a delicious fund raiser to help support the great ministries taking place at the Coalition.  They feed the hungry, pay power bills, provide clothing, and many other things 
to help the people of Moore County.

This year, Empty Bowls will be Sunday, March 4th from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Country Club of Whispering Pines, 2 Clubhouse Blvd.  You will enjoy many different soups and desserts from area chefs.  Tickets may be purchased by calling (910) 693-1600 ext. 204.




[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Community Lenten
 
Series
) (
Church Flowers
If you would like to place an Easter Lily in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday in honor of or in memory of someone special, notify the church office by Wednesday, March 28th.
) (
The C
ommunity Lenten Series will continue during March
.  Services
 will be
 each Wednesday at noon at the respective
 church who is hosting that day.  Each meeting will include a small service and a meal. $3/per person.
   
3/7
       
First Baptist Church
 – 108 S. McNeil Street
   
   
3/14   
Mt Olive AME Zion – 440 Bethlehem Church Road
   
3/21   
John Hall Presbyterian Church - 520 Dowd Street
)
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