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Class of 2017
John Baker
Robert Gordon
Margaret Leonard
Bill Russell 
Class of 2018
Angie Medlin
J.D. Monroe
Susan Phillips
Marlene Riyevski 
Class of 2019
Lucinda Casey
Cristy Dean
Scott Phillips
Paul White
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Christmas Is Our Reality

	The excitement of a new year is upon us.  New hopes, dreams, and possibilities await us.  We long for this year to be better than last year.  It is also time for Christmas decorations to come down.  ☹  I don’t like taking down the Christmas decorations.  It’s a lot of work.  More importantly, the house is transformed from the joy of Christmas back to the “ordinary.”    
	
	First, all the boxes from upstairs are brought down.  With Kelly’s guidance, we start tackling each room.  We have Christmas plates, mugs, and the likes in the kitchen to exchange…putting the regular stuff back out and returning the Christmas cheer back to the boxes.  We have designated boxes for the bedrooms and bathrooms.  Yes, we have Christmas decorations even in the bathrooms.  Finally, we tackle the family room and living room which include our two biggest trees…one artificial and one which is still doing well.

	By this time, we have a great pile of boxes and bags to take back upstairs and store away in the attic for another 11 months or so.  Thankfully the girls are old enough now to help in this process.  Children are a good thing!  😊  

	After confirming that all the ornaments have been removed from the live tree, it is time to deposit it by the street.  As we carry it through the house a trail of pine needles is all that remain.  After cleaning up the Christmas trail and rearranging the furniture back to where it belongs, the house is back like it was before Advent.

	As the final days of Christmas linger and as decorations come down this week, let us remember that Christmas is never really, over.  Christmas is the celebration of Jesus coming into the world to save all humanity.  God’s love has been seen in the birth of the Messiah.  

	I reminded you in worship last week, Christmas is not contingent upon decorations being up.  Christmas is contingent upon us accepting Jesus coming into the world and into our lives to provide a hope and love that is eternal!  It is up to us to share this joy throughout the entire year!  Happy New Year and Merry Christmas!! 

 									Grace and Peace,

									Rick
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GREETERS
7
Geraldine Moore
14   Ann Key
21
Ruby Ingold
28
Doris and Bill Russell
  
) (
Birthdays
 
 
9
John Baker III 
10
Alma Baker
12
Paul White
13
Hal Meeks
14
Duncan Kelly
16
Tom Leonard
24
Riley Medlin
25
Carson Kelly
26 
Ali Smith
29
Pat Nugent
If we do not have your correct birthday or if it is missing please let the church office know.  Thanks.
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FLOWERS
    7
    
Geraldine Moore
    
14
    
Ann & Tom Currie
  
  21
     
Michelle and Scott Tortora
    
28
   
Doris & Bill Russell
    
    
              
                     
  
                           
 
                                                      
 
  
 
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary, please contact Susan Cole (947-5764).
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In Our Prayers . . . 

Bette Allen		Jean Bennett – Quail Haven
Linda Busch		David Casey
Susan Cole		Tom Currie – Moore Regional
John Currie – Tara Plantation	Betty Elliot
Sheree Kelly		Jennifer Prevost Kennally
Margaret Leonard	Jim Lucas
Joan MacLean	Nancy McKenzie
Leone Monroe	Garin Parker
Dennis Parks		Ina Sue Parks
Kay Patterson		Jim Phillips – St. Joseph’s
Scott Rives		Bonnie Scott
Tom Stewart – Moore Regional	Phillip Warmbrod
 														
 		     									
	

Linda Ammons – Jim Phillips’ sister            	Tony Bibey – Jimmy’s son 
Karen Bryant – Friend of JoAnn Wahala	Alice Byrd – Bonnie Scott’s daughter
Dean Cameron	Terrie Campbell – Friend of Maria Bigger
Libby Craven		Lee Cunningham – Marlene Riyevski’s Uncle
Ava Davis - Susan and Benny Cole’s granddaughter	Robert Davis
Judy Durham – Friend of the Martindales	Christopher Freeman – Maria Bigger’s Grandson
Jimmie Garner – Joan Power’s Father	Diamond Garnett – Youth at John Hall Church
Wendy Horne – Linda Myrick’s Niece	Bo Houff – Elizabeth Barringer’s Son-in-Law
Aaron Ladmin	Vince Mann – Friend of the Leonards
Lisa McBryde – Friend of the Martindales	David Moore – Geraldine’s son 
Ann Parker – Barbara Danley’s cousin	Hunter Smith
William Stutts – Bonnie Scott’s Brother-in-Law	Skip Vann – Jim Phillips’ brother
Barbara White – Friend of Elizabeth Barringer	Linda Ray Winslow – Friend of Pat Jackson

All of our military men and women especially the following:  Jonathan Baker,
           Chris Mohan, Patrick Mohan, Gregory Riyevski, Will Strickland, and Quinn Wicker
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JANUARY 
CALENDAR
2
  1:00
Fold Mouse (Conference Room)
3
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  7:00
Choir
4
11:00
PW Circle (Conference Room) 
6
  
Epiphany of the Lord
  7:30
Food Bank (meet at FPC)
7
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship/Family Life Center Celebration
         5:00
Youth Group
8
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga 
  5:30 
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00 
Choir
14
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship
15
Martin Luther King’s Birthday (church office closed)
17
  8:45
Christian Yoga (Bring a friend for free)
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga (Bring a friend for free)
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday 
  7:00
Choir
18
11:45
Ladies Lunch Bunch (Aroma Café)
21
  9:45
Sunday School 
11:00
Worship/Communion
  5:00 
Youth Group
22
  8:45
Christian Yoga
23
Mouse Deadline
24
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
27
Grief Share Planning Meeting 
28
  9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
  5:00
Youth Group
31
  8:45
Christian Yoga
10:15
Christian Chair Yoga
  5:30 
What’s Up Wednesday
  7:00
Choir
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FINANCIAL REPORT
MONTH:  NOVEMBER					   	      	      	                                       YEAR:  2017
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  66; 2nd Sun  68;  3rd Sun 78;  4th Sun 72; 5th Sun =      Average 71 
SUN SCH ATTENDANCE: 1st Sun  38; 2nd Sun  27;  3rd Sun 38;  4th Sun 34; 5th Sun=       Average 34
			
OPERATING FUNDS:

	Balance in checking account as of Nov 1, 2017
	23,001.27

	Tithes and Offerings Received
	 +13,574.81

	Sub-Total
	36,576.08

	Expenditures
	   -12,299.56

	Balance in checking account as of Nov 30, 2017
	24,276.52

	
	

	RESTRICTED FUNDS:  (Funds designated for specific projects, etc.)


	Restricted Funds held in checking account as of Nov 1, 2017
Employee FICA & w/holding taxes for Nov '17
Donations/offerings received (Bldg Fund $3,465; 2 Cents a Meal $150.94; 
	Fall Festival: after Church sales from various stations $275.08; Shoebox 	Ministry $250; Memorial to Building Fund $100)
	          31,609.55
             +533.31
               

         +4,241.02


	Sub-Total
	36,383.88


	Expenditures: (BB&T mortgage	payment in full $9,272.70 [prin] + $35.19[int]= 	$9,307.89; Nov 2 Cents a Meal $150.94; Shoebox Ministry: supplies for
	Shoeboxes $86.30 & Samaritan's Purse, donation for postage $824.41
	

  -10,369.54

	Balance in Restricted Funds as of Nov 30, 2017

	26,014.34

	RECAP:

	Operating Funds Balance
	24,276.52

	Building Fund Balance:  $10,263.95 + 3,565.00 = $13,828.95 - 9,307.89=
	+4,521.06

	Restricted Funds Balance
	 +21,493.28

	
	50,290.86


	Oct-Nov Payroll Taxes on hand (FICA 798.90; FW/H 196.78; SW/H 80.00)
	    -1,075.68 

	11/30/17 Checkbook Balance

	49,215.18

	BUILDING FUND REVENUES ON HAND:
	

	Building Fund funds held in BB&T Church checking account
BB&T Investments Brokerage Acc. #JAL-059738, Estimated value (4 shs)
	4,521.06
    +187.00

	Total Building Funds on hand

	4,708.06

	BUSINESS LOAN (for construction):
Principal balance as of 10/31/17
11/22/17 final principal payment
Principal balance as of 11/30/17  -  PAID IN FULL
	
9,272.70
  -9,272.70
0.00


With the Women

It is not too late to join us.  Circle will meet on Thursday, January 4th at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.  Study books are available from Marie Monroe. 
 
Mark your calendar on Thursday, January 18th at The Aroma Café in Carthage.  We will meet at 11:45 a.m. and would love for you to attend.  Let Helen know if you need a ride, 690-2463 or hmcd2946@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who helped with our Christmas Lunch. We were able to raise $400 to send to the Carthage Food Pantry.  Soon we will host our annual Soup Lunch!  We will let everyone know as soon as we confirm the date. 

Come Stretch Your Faith and Your Body

Please join us for Christian Faith Yoga – Take care of your body, soul, heart and mind.  Christian Faith Yoga is taught by Lynda Lea Goodall (trained in Christian yoga, recognized by the yoga alliance, the national certifying agency).  Lynda Lea will read Bible verses and play Christ centered worship music plus some classical church music during the yoga sessions.

Christian Faith Yoga takes place twice a week.  We meet on Mondays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. and then on Wednesdays from 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. with chair yoga from 10:15 – 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday, January 17th you can bring a friend for FREE!

All classes are $5.00.

2018 Committees

If you would like to serve on a standing committee of the church please let 
Rev. Martindale know.  We have six standing committees which include:  Administrative, Building and Grounds, Christian Education, Fellowship and Mission, Stewardship and Finance, and Worship. 

Youth Group

The Youth Group finished 2017 by traveling to Charlotte on Saturday December 9th to help with Operation Christmas Child.  You should be proud of our youth and adult leaders who worked for three hours on the assembly line checking, assembling, and preparing shoeboxes so they could be shipped half-way around the world to bless children’s lives.
	
	
The Youth Group will not meet on January 14th because they will be out of school on that Monday but will be meeting from 5 – 6:30 p.m. on the 7th, 21st and 28th of January.    

FPC

The Worship Committee would like to thank our church family and friends for placing the beautiful flowers in the sanctuary during the 2017 Sunday worship services.  Your continued support is appreciated. Please contact Susan Cole, Flower Chm. (910) 947-5764 to sign up for flowers in 2018.
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